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Plran is a town that breathes through its .
‘sandstone. The pattern and colour of ‘this
stone give the town a unique appearance and
a certain warmth.. This is best appreciated
along the paths of its:narrow and hidden
streets, as well as its squares and waterfront
areas. Inhabitants of Piran have a special
affection for their stone and see it as part of
their own cultural identity and heritage.



In ancient times, red grains of sand would
dance in the wind and warn sailors travelling
towards the Greek-colony of Aegida, that they
were nearing the Piran peninsula. Here stood
a settlement overlooking the sea, protected
to the north by a high cliff of characteristic
sandstone layers known as flysch. The red cliff
exuded a fiery strength as well as a certain
warmth and tranquility - as it still does today.
It is not surprising therefore that a theory

about the origin of this town's name — that we
now know as Piran - is linked to the Greek
word muppavo¢ meaning "red". This surely
refers to the imposing red colour of the
unique cliffs that those sailors of ancient
times once observed. Today the red grains of
sand still dance among the footsteps that
follow the interwoven stone carpeting of
Piran, a fragment of Slovenian Istra’s cultural
landscape of unquantifiable value.
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- The Earth’s surface has been forming for
millions of years. In Paleozoic and

* Mesozoic times, the northern Adriatic
was below sea level. Continental drift
and fragmentation of the Pangea led to
mountain formation. ‘
During the creation of the Alps, about 40
million years ago, underwater landslides

; to the south side gave rise to the
formation of flysch, a pattern of
- . sedimentary rock formed by alternate

layers of sandstone and marl.

Due to tectonic movement, the
boundary between land and sea was
constantly changing and the current
Slovenian coastline began taking shape
approximately 5,000 years ago.
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‘The-'Sio.ve'nié%h, part of the Istrian coastline is
distinguished by its river plains, salt pans and

flysch cliffs. These ﬂysch cliffs tower above the

‘sea and link settlements along the coastline.

At the same time, they connect the maritime

flora and fauna with species on the mainland.

Observed from the .sea, the coastline

resembles a necklace of colourful cliff faces in

- various shades of red, among which is the

Strunjan cliff which rises 80 meters above sea

~level. Further. embellishing this already
unique coastline are the slender beII towers of
|ts medleval coastal towns ' :
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The flysch cliff is high and steep, rising imposingly above the sea. It is like a living sculpture in constant
evolution under the influences of water, wind and sun. The particularity of the cliffs overlooking the sea
of the Slovenian coast is the presence of thick limestone layers.

These flysch cliffs have largely retained their natural shape because of their inaccessibility. They support
a rich coastal ecosystem of varied living organisms as well as limestone fossils and sandstone
ichnofossils. The latter are observed on the surface of the sandstone in the form of casts; they are traces
of organisms left in the sediment millions of years ago during the formation of the flysch.




In the past, man appreciated the ge
nature. Nowadays, due to th
development, he has lost

natural environment. In a
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Piran’s sandstone paving, placed on a bed of
sand, forms a permeable membrane that
separates but also connects the two elements
earth and air. At the same time it allows the
third element water to travel in both
directions. One of its other characteristics is
that it absorbs the energy of the sun and
releases it back into the local environment. In
this cycle earth and air are once again united,
creating harmony between the natural
elements that surround us.




Piran’s twostone piers with their lighthouses ~ “First of M“‘j s-qua}c

. : ‘ i i . protruding into the sea, embracing and D : ,
- | : : i e o : - - accompanying every seafarer as they ge ‘_I..-l-
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approach this coastal town. The piers which
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"+ protect boats from high waves are paved with
large blocks of limestone and sandstone, and
are further adorned with bollards and steps.

- The public squares of Piran are typically
paved with sandstone. Varied detailing in the
= L -~ shape, size' and colour of the paving
@ . . demonstrates different characteristics .and
% : traditions - which link the paving with: its

surroundings as well as exhibiting cultural
~and aesthetic symbolism. White limestone - -

’ - g 9 1 " :represents the presence of water.
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Stone paving in Piran is the town’s carpet which
reflects its image and enriches its appearance.
Variations in detailing gives character to each
individual street and in some cases gives meaning
to an entire network of streets.

Although these stones are under our every step,
they often go unnoticed; at least until we slow
down and stop. Then we can observe them closer
and let them become our travelling companions.
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. Traditionally these stones were laid on a bed of sand,
- . without the addition of any bonding agent. This allows

the flooring to -be renewed easily ,when needed.
There remain hidden treasures under these stones,
~waiting ;to tell us more about the history of Piran,
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